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Wilmer Heisey,
Paul Longacre
appointed to
MCC U.S.
leadership
Wilmer Heisey, current executive secretary of Brethren in Christ Missions,
has agreed to become the first long-term
Mennonite Central Committee U.S.
executive secretary, beginning in mid1982. Paul Longacre, an MCC worker
and administrator since 1964, assumed
that post on an interim basis July 1.
Wilmer has served on MCC and
MCC U.S. executive committees and is
chairman of MCC East Coast. "He has
had a leading role in developing MCC
U.S.," comments MCC Executive Secretary William T. Snyder.
MCC U.S. is the two-year-old domestic MCC that focuses on needs and
issues such as the draft, Native American concerns, U.S. refugee resettlement,
and service in areas of American poverty. Snyder noted that Heisey "feels
strongly that we can't do things abroad
if we haven't faced needs at home."
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J. Wilmer Heisey

Wilmer and his wife, the former Velma
Climenhaga, have served both overseas
and in North America. The Heiseys
were married in the Philippines while he
was serving an MCC assignment at
Bangued as a secondary education
teacher from 1946 to 1950.
In 1952 he was ordained to the ministry and became superintendent of the
Brethren in Christ Navajo Mission in
New Mexico. During the Heiseys' 14
years there he also served as pastor of
the mission's congregation, which included missionary staff and Navajos
from the community.
He has been executive secretary of the
Brethren in Christ Board for Missions
since 1968. The Heiseys have three
children, Paul, Nancy and Mary Jane.
Paul Longacre moves to the post of
MCC U.S. interim executive secretary
from that of Food and Hunger Concerns coordinator, which he has held
since 1976.
Longacre has been with MCC since
1964, when he and his late wife, Doris
Janzen Longacre, began three years of
service in Vietnam. The Longacres also
served in Indonesia. Among other MCC
duties, Longacre served as acting executive secretary for a year during 1975 and
1976 while William Snyder took a sabbatical leave. Longacre has two daughters, Cara and Marta.
A Board for Missions search committee, chaired by Erwin Thomas with
Glenn Hoffman serving as secretary,
continues to work in securing a person
to asume the responsibilities of executive secretary.
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Are we all ministers ?
by R. Donald Shafer

Within the last year, the Board of
Bishops has been sharing with pastors
and wives a focus on the equipping ministry. The concept is that the pastor
should not attempt the work of the ministry alone, but rather equip the people
to do the work of the ministry. (Ephesians 4:11, 12) Since we believe in the
priesthood of all believers, we should all
be ministers of the grace of God.
Certainly there are different functions
in the Body of Christ. The pastor is
needed, but the function of the pastor is
what needs review. Jesus modeled equipping by serving, loving, teaching, praying and training. (Mark 10:45, John
13:1, Matthew 5:2, Luke 11:1, Matthew
10:5) The Apostle Paul often had others
with him as he equipped them to build
the church. (Acts 16:3, Acts 20:4, II
Timothy 4:10-12)
We may well need some salaried staff
but only for the purpose of producing
able and prepared Christians to be effective in their vocations. The function of
pastors must be that of drawing out and
directing the gifts of others. This will
take conscious and deliberate planning
so that others are equipped. Elton Trueblood, in his book The Incendiary Fellowship, suggests the title for those who
function in the pastorate as a "playing
coach." The idea is that those who are
called to be spiritual leaders need to discover, develop and train others for particular functions.
The purpose of seeing the function of
the pastor more clearly is to get rid of
unhealthy expectations of both pastors
and congregations. It is to help people
find fulfillment. Equipping will save
those who "drop out" and will facilitate
outreach ministry. It seems very clear
that in our current church life there are a
great many spectators. Literally millions
are willing to be observers and watch a
performance by professionals. Some are
ready to criticize and a smaller number
will praise, but the smallest number are
willing to be involved in a committed
participation.
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In an earlier book, Elton Trueblood
wrote about the entire church operation
pointing to a climax on Sunday morning. Even though Trueblood wrote The
Company of the Committed in 1961, the
description is very much contemporary.
He writes
"Often the major effort during the week is promotion of
Sunday, the printed church
paper plugging constantly for
bigger attendance. Sunday
morning then, when it finally
comes, has something of the
mood of a much-advertised
athletic contest, for which the
team has prepared and to which
it has been pointed all week.
Finally, at 12 o'clock Sunday,
the whistle blows, the climactic
event is over for another week,
and the spectators go home to
relax." (And we could add, 'or
watch television.')
Trueblood goes on to say that the
Christian pattern is really just the opposite—namely, that whatever happens
on Sunday should be a preparation for
people to be ministers during the week
that follows. If we in fact are all ministers, we need to review our concept of
the church. It must be a living and loving

Let's equip
the people of God
to get on
with
the work
of God.

society. It needs to be a center from
which Christians are sent out having
been equipped. And we are to be effective because we are all ministers and not
just the paid staff. We will need to see
that the ministry is for all persons, both
young and old, both male and female,
etc. We should focus on the number of
volunteers involved rather than the
attendance. Sunday school classes could
well be geared to actively engage people
in service.
We must begin to see each person in
mission in their vocation and common
life. One of the greatest curses of the
church, in my opinion, is that we think
we are doing God's will when we support a pastor or send a missionary to
some far-off place.
Every Christian is in fact a minister or
missionary. And we must do more than
say "amen" to that, we must practice it.
As Emil Brunner said, "The church
exists by mission as fire exists by burning." And mission must be who 1 am and
where 1 am. not someone else or some
other place.
Equipping means we will turn the
Body of Christ into an active core of
people who are effective in doing the
ministry of Christ. When a family moves,
they will not languish or long for the
mother church but will become involved
quickly in another body of believers or.
better yet, start a new one in their home
or an appropriate neighborhood setting.
Let's not get bogged down in arguing
semantics or philosophies of ministry.
Let's equip the people of God to get on
with the work of God. Our heritage is
that we are a people called to piety and
obedience. Let us make the "obedience
calling" real as we each minister in
Christ's name wherever we are. And
may God give us spiritual leaders who
will equip us to do the work of the
ministry.
Don Shafer is Bishop of the Midwest and
Pacific Conferences, and serves as Director
of Evangelism and Church Grow th.
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I WELL remember the ritual with
which we were presented the church vows
when we became members of the Brethren in Christ Church years ago. After
responding to the various pledges of
allegiance and fidelity, we were asked to
respond to the question, "If your brother
or sister should trespass against you, do
you promise to go to him and tell him
his fault between him and you alone?"
Then the next question was sort of a
clincher, "Inasmuch as we are all fallible, if you should trespass against your
brother and he should come to you, do
you promise to receive him?"
The use of these vows has long since
fallen by the wayside in favor of shorter
and more contemporary ones (which
may be adequate but may not be quite as
soul searching as some of these vows of
the old ritual were). However, I have
given a great deal of thought to the
prefix, "Inasmuch as we are all fallible."
To me, these are very humbling words
which seem to bring us all to a common
level of loving service and compassion.
Just how willing are we to be told of our
faults? We seem to try to build our own
egos by taking sideswipes at others who
may have slipped, inferring that we
would have never done such a thing. Is

"Inasmuch as we are
all fallible
by Lewis B. Sider

this the spirit of Christ whom we serve
and try to emulate? "Inasmuch as we are
all fallible," let us be less critical of our
brothers and sisters and try to show the
Christlike spirit in all of our interpersonal relationships.
God in his gracious provision for our
needs has provided cleansing from all
sin through the blood of Jesus. Provision has also been made through the
Spirit for us to live Spirit-filled and holy
lives before our fellowmen. But let us
never take this freedom as license or as
the temptation to think ourselves better
than our fellow brothers and sisters.
"Inasmuch as we are all fallible" still
applies to us now even though we may
feel that we have arrived in our spiritual
life and experience.

Speaking of fallibilities

In the May 25 issue, on page 7, we printed the winning hymn in the 1980
Brethren in Christ H y m n Contest. Unfortunately, some editorial changes
made by the authors did not catch up with our copy of the hymn until after
publication.
As a service to readers who may be planning to use the new hymn, we
reprint here the entire text, with the authors' changes printed in italic. Note
that the changes occur in the third line of each stanza.

Our True Battle

by Dwight and Lois Paine

If somebody hates you, be kind to him, brothers!
If people mistreat you, reward them with prayer.
Be like our dear Father in heaven, my brothers!
For He sends His sunshine and rain everywhere.
When enemies come and demand your possessions,
Respond to them humbly, "We will not withhold;
We're rich in the heavens with glorious possessions:
True blessings and joys that will never grow old."
When princes and rulers command you to battle,
Fall down on your knees to our King and our Lord;
Say, "Jesus! O help us to fight our true battle,
With prayer, love and suffering, but never with sword!"
Lord, how much we need you to help us fight evil,
Fight warfare with peace and fight hatred with love;
O fill us with good to pour out among evil,
A fragrance and foretaste of Your home above.
4

On occasion in the past I heard a
brother say, "I'm sanctified; I can't sin."
Let's not be too sure about this. "Inasmuch as we are all fallible" still applies.
As long as we are in this world there is
the possibility of falling. Otherwise, why
would the loving Apostle John write,
"My little children, I write these things
unto you that ye sin not. And if any man
sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous."
The longer I live the more I realize
how frail we are, how prone to stumble,
and how much in need we are of the
atoning merits of Jesus' blood. Each
passing day brings us nearer to the brink
of eternity and our eternal home. And
never did we need to realize our fallibility and our utter dependence on the
Lord Jesus more than we do now.
I strongly believe that for us to subscribe to the doctrine that we are all
fallible and stand in need of all the
Lord's patience with us and provision
for us would go a long way toward solving the tensions that confront us in the
church today.
This kind of humility would solve
many of our problems resulting from
hurt feelings because someone did not
get a coveted position or a wanted promotion. "Inasmuch as we are all fallible"
goes hand in hand with "In honor preferring one another." This is much easier
to talk about than to live out in daily
practice. Hurt feelings come as a result
of us placing too much emphasis on self
and the gratification of our own ambition and desires. Maybe we didn't get a
square deal. Maybe we were more qualified for the position than the person who
was chosen. Leave that in the hands of
the Lord and allow him to show us his
will for our lives.
This doctrine of fallibility and loving
service one to another would also solve
many other problems. The male versus
female controversy, the problem of
youth versus old age, the problem of
finding people for unwanted positions
as well as for prestigious ones would
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readily fade into insignificance if we
could get it into our thinking that we are
all fallible, that we should not esteem
ourselves better than others, and that we
should in honor prefer others to ourselves.
This in no way takes away the necessity for us to act responsibly and to step
forward to do a job that needs to be
done. Many jobs need volunteers but
our volunteering should be in the same
spirit of obedience and loving concern,
and not in the spirit of self-promotion
that we may fall prey to.
"Inasmuch as we are all fallible" fits in
very nicely with Ephesians 4:31-32. "Let
all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and
clamor, and evil speaking, be put away
from you with all malice. And be ye kind
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, even as God for Christ's
sake hath forgiven you."
Another practice of past years that
seems to have fallen by the wayside is the
reading of Ephesians 4 and the exposition following it. No doubt in some
cases the speaker got carried away with

irrelevant issues, but there was a genuine
wholesomeness in appying this selfexamination to our individual lives. The
culminating verses of the chapter, quoted
above, are a good prescription for harmony in the church and among God's
people.
Another facet of this subject is the
tendency for us to try to be sure that we
get proper credit for what we have done.
And this tendency seems to be almost
universal. Someone has said that there is
no limit to the good a man can do if he
doesn't care who gets the credit. Coupled
with this is the warning given by Jesus to
those who try to get proper praise for
what they have done. "They have their
reward." This is very difficult for many
of us. If we feel slighted in the matter of
receiving credit or thanks for some good
deed we have done, we tend to drop
hints about it and so draw attention to
the fact that we have done something
noteworthy. Or maybe someone else got
the credit for something we have done.
We then try (in subtle ways, of course) to
set the record straight. But I believe this

Hundreds respond after
series of summer disasters
Fires in California and a rash of
floods and tornadoes in Colorado, Missouri, Pennsylvania and elsewhere have
Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS)
units busy across the United States.
"Ten days ago we were breathing
sighs of relief because spring months
have been relatively easy for natural disaster happenings," notes MDS Executive Coordinator C. Nelson Hostetter.
"But within the last few days tornadoes
and floods have hit indiscriminately."
Currently 18 of the 46 MDS units in
the United States are working at cleanup and rehabilitation at various locations.
MDS Northern California Committee Leader Paul Hill of San Francisco,
Calif., is presently surveying needs in
Northern California's Napa Valley,
where fire swept through 23,000 acres in
late June. Investigators blame arson for
the blaze that destroyed 120 structures
and caused an estimated $36 million in
damage.
Meanwhile in Southern California,
MDS Leader Herman Rempel of Upland is exploring ways MDS can assist
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victims of recent fires in Orange County,
approximately 25 miles south of Los
Angeles. Southern California MDS
volunteers had just finished a rehabilitation effort in San Bernadino, a town 80
miles east of Los Angeles devastated by
fires earlier this spring.
Further east 257 MDS volunteers
were out assisting in a cleanup operation
two days after a tornado swept through
Cardington, Ohio on June 13. Other
members of the Ohio unit have been
helping residents of Findlay, Ottawa
and surrounding areas following heavy
winds and rain there in early June.
Flooding in central Kansas in midJune forced thousands to evacuate their
homes and damaged hundreds of structures. Worse hit was Great Bend, where
losses were estimated to total millions of
dollars. MDS vounteers worked there
for a week under the direction of Kansas
MDS coordinator Adolf and Wanda
Neufeld and Chairman Irvin Harms. As
many as 300 volunteers turned up each
day to help residents fix roofs, make
small repairs and clean up debris left by
high waters.

too comes in the same category of selfseeking that is so foreign to the spirit of
humility which should be found in the
followers of Jesus.
I realize that I need these admonitions
as much as anyone. I have a tendency to
have strong feelings on many subjects
and sometimes find it difficult to hold
still and let God work things out. But I
am reminded that we are fallible and
that in many matters where there is a
difference of opinion, I could be wrong.
How much better it is for us to give way
to others, to let God handle the case
when we think we may have been
wronged or not given proper credit for
our accomplishments. Inasmuch as we
are all fallible, let us try to live together
in the spirit of Christ, in honor preferring one another and loving and forgiving one another as God has forgiven us.
Active in the ministry of the church for a
number of years, including home and overseas missions assignments, Lewis and Gladys
Sider now reside in one of the duster cottages at Messiah Village, Mechanicshurg,
PA.

During cleanup operations MDS
assists anybody, regardless of income.
With major repair work and rebuilding,
MDS attempts to concentrate on the
most needy: the uninsured, handicapped
and elderly.
Longer-term rebuilding projects continue at Denver, Colo., Joliet, 111., and
Mobile, Ala. MDS summer youth
squads are working at the Mobile site
and also at Hurtsboro, Ala., under the
leadership of Ed and Sevilla Yoder of
Blountstown, Fla. Every summer 30 to
40 young people spend 10 weeks working with MDS in areas hit by disaster.
Joining the young people in Alabama
are Joe and Fannie Horst of Maugansville, Md., who regularly spend their
summer vacations assisting in MDS
projects.
A major MDS project planned for
fall 1981 is to assist in putting up housing for Cuban and Haitian refugees in
the Miami, Fla., area. MDS has already
recruited a building crew of 14. Nine
congregations in the Miami area under
the leadership of Earl Sheats will provide short-term workers. Also scheduled
to assist are 20 Mennonite, Brethren in
Christ and Amish congregations in the
Central and South Florida MDS unit,
under the leadership of A1 Kurtz of
Sarasota.
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A n y t h i n g you did for o n e
of m y b r o t h e r s h e r e , h o w e v e r h u m b l e .

you did for me. (Matt. 25:40)

G u i l t y as c h a r g e d .
N o w a y t o say
" I ' m sorry."
N o o n e t o say
"I forgive you."

Victim-offender networks in Canada and
the United States care for those already
in prison and work to prevent others from
getting there. Their goal is forgiveness and
restitution through face-to-face
meetings of victims and offenders.
Offenders can recognize the hurts of
victims; victims can see offenders as
fellow humans.
For m o r e information, w r i t e
Mennonite Central Committee
21 S o u t h 1 2 t h Street
Akron, P e n n s y l v a n i a 1 7 5 0 1
or
M C C (Canada)
201-1483 Pembina Highway
Winnipeg, M a n i t o b a R 3 T 2 C 8

Photo by Bill Powers, Corrections

Magazine

Decision reversed:
MCC granted license for
Vietnam wheat flour shipment
On June 19 Mennonite Central Committee received a license to export 250
tons of wheat flour to food-short Vietnam. That licensing is a reversal of an
earlier U.S. government decision refusing MCC permission to send food aid to
Vietnam (See June 25 Visitor).
About a dozen senators and congressmen had contacted the U.S. Commerce Department, urging a reversal of
the decision and supporting MCC's
efforts to send aid. The refusal had also
received attention in local and national
media.
Both media and congressional representatives pointed out the irony in refusing aid to Vietnam at a time when the
United States is lifting its grain embargo
on the Soviet Union.
The wheat flour, valued at $75,000, is

a

now being ground in Kansas and will be
shipped within three to four weeks.
In an April trip to Vietnam, several
Mennonite representatives verified
serious need for food and other aid.
Vietnam has been suffering from typhoons and floods following its worst
drought in 30 years, which destroyed
much of the 1980 rice crop. Vietnam
officials also told the Mennonites that
economic mismanagement has played a
part in current needs.
International officials say Vietnam's
food deficit may total over two million
tons in 1981. Meanwhile aid to Vietnam
is dropping sharply. Because of its own
food shortages the Soviet Union has
reportedly cut back on its shipments of
grain. The Reagan administration is
intensifying efforts begun under former
President Carter to pressure other gov-

MISSIONS
PUZZLE-ING
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Here's an opportunity to test your knowledge of
Brethren in Christ Missions.

ernments and international organizations to reduce or cut off aid to Vietnam.
The earlier decision to refuse MCC an
export license reflected the current U.S.
policy to maintain an embargo on all
exports to Vietnam except for emergency needs. Objections center around
U.S. opposition to the Vietnamese occupation of Kampuchea since the 1978
toppling of the brutal Pol Pot regime,
and U.S. belief that Vietnam could meet
its own needs with better fiscal management and redirection of its financial
resources from military to domestic
needs.
Lobe responded to the U.S. refusal in
a letter to a Commerce Department
official: "Vietnam faces a serious food
shortage and as a Christian people, we
consider it our responsibility to respond
as able. We have difficulty accepting the
restrictions which are being placed on
us, and even more so with the government telling us who should receive aid.
As Christian people, we are called to
demonstrate love to all people in need
regardless of race, creed or political
persuasion."

ACROSS
1. Principal, Sikalongo Bible Institute
5. Capital of India, New
6. Secretary, Board for Missions
7. Missionary couple assigned to Nicaragua
8. Site of planned Brethren in Christ mission
in Venezuela
11. Superintendent, Life Line Mission
14. First applicant for foreign missions service
under Brethren in Christ Church
16. Executive Secretary, Brethren in Christ Missions
17. Brethren in Christ Missions publication
DOWN
First foreign mission station
1.
City with largest Brethren in Christ Sunday
2.
worship service in 1980 (Zimbabwe)
3. Location of two innercity churches supported
partially by Brethren in Christ Missions
(abbreviation)
4. Executive Minister, Nicaragua church
9. Secretary of Home Ministries (first name)
10. Country representative, Zambia (first name)
12. Secretary of Overseas Ministries
13. Site of proposed new special mission in
North America
14. Acronym for teacher training college in Zambia
15. Home state of all members of first Brethren in
Christ mission board
For resource material see the May/June 1981 therefore
with Personnel Directory insert and the 1978 Brethren
in Christ Missions historical Yearbook. (Answers are on
page 10 of this issue.)
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Pastor Reymundo and Francisca Castillo in front of their home in Huapi.

The day began at 3 a.m. Enrique
Palacios, the Nicaragua Brethren in
Christ Executive Minister and their
President, Miguel Jara, Chuck Musser
and I were off to Zelaya. It's a long
journey to the new congregations in this
eastern province. The memorable trip
included crowded buses, long, narrow
river boats, portages around the rapids,
plus many hours by horseback over the
mountains and through the streams.
The dividends were tremendous.
The new town of Huapi, with a population of 400, is the connecting point
between the settlers of virgin farmland
and the river—their only artery to the
rest of Nicaragua. The Huapi Brethren
in Christ church building (approximately 28 by 45 feet) is a dream come true.

Self-supporting church planter Jose
Leon Herrera with his wife, Yolanda.

Church site (in background) and "river restaurants" at Saito Mataca. Enrique Palacios,
Charles Musser and Miguel Jara (pronounced HAR-ra) in foreground.
8

The lumber for this first church in
Huapi and the pastor's house came from
one tree. It was donated. They laboriously sawed the boards by hand. The
town developer donated the land. Mission funds provided the metal roof,
lumber for the pews, and the concrete
floor.
Here we met Jose Leon returning
from three exhilarating watch night services in as many surrounding areas.
Twenty-two persons were baptized, 18
professed conversion, and four couples
were married. Since 1977 Jose has had a
major role in organizing five congregations and beginning four additional
preaching points. He is totally selfsupported.
Across the mountains we worshipped
into the night with 50 people in their new
building at Las Pavas. Back down river
at Salto Mataca the bamboo grass shelter building was packed full with the
living church. A "neighboring" pastor
walked eight miles to participate. Testimonies were warm and filled with lessons learned from the Scriptures. The
Spirit of the Lord was present. Two
mature men accepted Christ. The threeand-a-half hour service passed quickly.
The Brethren in Christ church
throughout Nicaragua grew by 38% last
year. Growth is qualitative and holistic.
According to Eugene Madeira, 98% of
the pastors are participating in the new
leadership training program. Each may
pursue secular (math, literacy, etc.) and
biblical studies according to his own
interests and level of education. Additional studies are available in doctrine,
homiletics, congregational organization,
etc.
Roy Sider is Secretary of Overseas Ministries for Brethren in Christ Missions. In February and March he visited the church in
Nicaragua.
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The church enjoys giving, including
the support of key leadership personnel.
Through financial assistance from the
government and the resourcefulness of
church leaders, a cooperative bakery
and a shoe factory were started. The
bakery alone has a fleet of eleven delivery trucks and provides employment for
52 families.
A splendid radio broadcast directed
by Ruben Ebanks provides a 30-minute
English program on Sunday morning
and three similar Spanish broadcasts
during the week at a total cost of $60
(U.S.) per month! The women's organization actively promotes the spiritual
growth of the church and develops
cooking and sewing skills. Ruth Madeira
is teaching Bible study principles and
practices to women leaders. Elsie Bechtel is a resource for a weekly handcraft
class in the Bello Horizonte church.
Cara Musser finds a measure of receptivity for counsel on family planning.
A growing church has barriers to
hurdle. A congregation which joined the
Brethren in Christ conference several
years ago decided to secede. The settlement was made through negotiation,
with the church building retained by the
Roy Sider at Bert Sider's grave. The
tombstone reads:
Bert Ray Sider
July 6, 1945—March

23, 1979

Canadian missionary of the
Brethren in Christ Church.
A faithful servant of the Lord,
A loving

husband

and a beloved
Who completed

father,

his mission

here on this earth
according

to the will of God.
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Some of the Nicaraguan church leaders (from left to right): Angel Perez, Rocendo
Perez (secretary), Miguel Jara (president), Enrique Palacios (executive minister),
Moises Martinez, Ambrosio Salmeron, Antonio Moreno Bermudez (treasurer),
Eduardo Logo (vice president), H. Cuanora.

portion of the congregation remaining
with the denomination. There is need
for advanced training for more pastors
of city churches. Solutions will not come
easily. The increase in the number of
congregations adds administrative responsibilities. Leaders are overworked.
But prayer participation from the
churches in the United States and Canada forms a bond of love and faith.
There is freedom for the proclamation of the Gospel in Nicaragua. Here
are several illustrations. In addition to
pastoring, Antonio Moreno also serves
as treasurer for the national church and
supports himself through employment
at a bank. Luis Zeleoon began his
employment by working beside Pastor
Moreno. Five months ago Luis accepted

Christ. Both men were urged to join the
reserve army—they declined saying the
only sword they carry is the Word of
God. The decision was accepted. The
Las Americas church, pastored by
Miguel Jara and bursting the walls of its
meager accommodations, has been given
a fine building lot by the national government.
This is a great day of opportunity in
Nicaragua. Before leaving the country I
stood by the grave of Bert Sider. I
remember him standing tall at the rear
of the Sherkston church many years
ago. He stood alone in his response to a
call to Christian service. Today he is
with the Lord. This is our time to be
counted as active partners with the
Brethren in Christ church of Nicaragua.

Personnel changes in Nicaragua

In Nicaragua changes planned during the past two years are being realized. These
include provision for leadership training, which has long been a goal of the mission
and the church, and full autonomy for the Nicaragua church. The process of change
has included the following personnel:
Karen Bonisteel—Karen replaces Elsie Bechtel (at right in
picture below), who has returned to Ohio, as tutor for missionary
children. In addition, she will also be a Christian education
resource person to the Nicaraguan church. She is a member of the
Port Colborne, Ontario, congregation. The Toronto Institute of
Linguistics and four weeks of intensive Spanish training in Guatemala have been part of her preparation for this assignment.
Eugene and Ruth
Madeira (center) —
Members of the Lancaster, PA, congregation on a one year sabbatical leave from the
Lancaster school system, the Madeiras have
given valuable service to the church in Nicaragua. They are completing their assignment to develop a leadership training program uniquely suited to the church in
Nicaragua. They plan to return to Pennsylvania in August.
Charles and Cara Musser (left)—The Mussers terminate over ten years of service in
Nicaragua in late August 1981. Most recently Chuck has served as Country Representative for Brethren in Christ Missions in Nicaragua and as a resource for Executive
Minister Enrique Palacios. Cara has used her training as a nurse in various ways.
During the past two years the Musser children, Charity and Christian, have been
taught by missionary tutor Elsie Bechtel.
Marshall and Eleanor Poe—Following a
year of language training in Costa Rica, the
Poes arrive in Nicaragua in August. They
will be picking up the combined assignments
of the Madeiras and Mussers: carrying on
the leadership training program and serving
as Country Representative. Because Executive Minister duties are now fully carried by
the national church, the responsibilities of
Country Representative are reduced. Karen
Bonisteel will be tutoring the Poe children—Keith, Karen and Krista.
Enrique and Teresa Palacios—As Executive
Minister for the Brethren in Christ Church,
Enrique's role is similar to that of the General
Conference Moderator and Secretary in the
North American church, with some responsibilities given to a bishop. The position was initially
filled by missionary Bert Sider with the understanding that at the conclusion of his term the
position would be held by a Nicaraguan. Bert's death and the Nicaraguan revolution
accelerated this process. Enrique, formerly church President, was elected Executive
Minister in January 1980. Upon termination of Chuck and Cara's term, Enrique and
Teresa and their two children take up residence in the house and office in Managua
which was previously occupied by missionaries Sider and Musser.
Each of these persons needs the prayer support of brothers and sisters in Christ as
they make significant changes in their work and living situations. It is our privilege to
share in the growth and maturation of the church in Nicaragua.
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News from
Messiah Village
Mrs. Dawn Spangler, Food Services
Director at Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, PA, with two of her assistants,
Sue Womer, Dietary Supervisor, and
June Musser, Special Diet Clerk, recently completed the course in Food Service
Management on Diet Modifications at
the Harrisburg Area Community College. This course integrated the principles of nutrition and menu planning as
related to special and abnormal physical
conditions.
Practice was given in writing menus
for routine modifications and in planning and calculating modified diet prescriptions. Ethics, procedures, organizations, and function of hospital and
health facility dietary departments were
included.
Mrs. Spangler recently received her
Associate B.A degree from Harrisburg
Area Community College, which qualifies her for Dietetic Technician Certification. Previously she had received her
Dietetic Assistant Certification from
Messiah College.
She is president-elect for the year
1981-82 of the Central District of Pennsylvania Hospital Institutional and Educational Food Service Society.
MISSION CROSSWORD
PUZZLE ANSWERS
(see page 7)
ACROSS
1. Mudenda (Sampson)
5. Delhi
6. Hoffman (Glenn)
7. Poe (Marshall and Eleanor)
8. Caracas
11. Hill (Paul)
14. Davidson (H. Francis)
16. Heisey (J. Wilmer)

17.

therefore

DOWN
1. Matopo
2. Bulawayo (Lobengula congregation)
3. Phila. (Christian Stronghold Missionary Society and Southside
Community Church-Center)
4. Palacios (Enrique)
9. Arlene (Miller)
10. Ira (Stern)
12. (Roy) Sider
13. Quebec
14. DLTTC (David LivingstoneTeacher
Training College)
15. Ohio
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"Stewardship of the
Gospel" MIBA/MEDA
Convention Theme
The theme of the 6th Annual MIBA/
M E D A Joint Convention, scheduled
for November 12-15, 1981, will focus on
"The Stewardship of the Gospel" as
related to the business community. Paul
M. Lederach, author and businessman
from Scottdale, Pennsylvania, will be
the major resource person.
The convention will be held at the
Lancaster, Pennsylvania Treadway Inn
and will bring together Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ business and professional persons from all of North America, for several days of business and
inspirational meetings as well as for
Christian fellowship. In addition to
Lederach's presentation on the convention theme, opportunity will be provided for community tours, several optional pre-convention seminars, and
meetings with other persons who share
your vocational interests.
Mennonite Industry and Business
Associates (MIBA) is composed of more
than 800 business and professional persons working together to become more
effective as Christians in the marketplace. Mennonite Economic Development Associates (MEDA) has more
than 350 members and supports economic development projects in less developed countries.

For The Record . . .
Births

Brubaker: Jason Robert, May 29; Bob and
Gail Brubaker, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Dickson: Ian Gordon, May 28; Les and Cathy
Dickson, Massey Place congregation, Sask.
Egolf: Jennifer Marie, June 7; Joyce Egolf,
Five Forks congregation, Pa.
Fackler: Ryan Michael, May 21; John and
Carla Fackler, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.
Huffnagle: Mark, June 1; Mike and Beth Huffnagle, Grantham congregation, Pa.
Keefer: Angela Faith, Feb. 14; Thomas and
Pat Keefer, Free Grace congregation. Pa.
Kelham: Jennifer Lynn, May 25; George and
Loraine Kelham, Christian Union congregation,
In.
Kentie: Catharina Joy, May 30; Bob and Irma
Kentie, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Kopp: James Roy, May 26; Jay and Lucille
Kopp, Maphiveni, Swaziland. The Kopps are
from the Mt. Pleasant congregation. Pa.
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Reitz: Julie Ann, June 7; Eric and Judy (Shank)
Reitz, Five Forks congregation, Pa.
Sedelnick: Jonathan Tyler, May 26; Dempsey
and Margaret Sedelnick, Massey Place congregation, Sask.
Sider: lan Keith, June 9; Keith and Barbara
Sider, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Tilton: Barbara Jean. May 24; Floyd and Martha Tilton, Rosebank congregation, Ks.
Turbyfill: James Andrew, June 4; Stan and
Lorraine Turbyfill, Amherst congregation, Oh.
Vaughn: Danielle Ray, May 21; chosen by
Paul and Brenda Vaughn, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.

Weddings

Berrier-Sheets: Tina, daughter of Floyd and
Sylvia Sheets, and George, son of Mr. and Mrs.
John Berrier, May 30, in the Cedar Grove Brethren
in Christ Church, with Rev. James Neimond
officiating.
Hackenberger-Gray: June, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Albert Gray, and Scott, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Carl Hackenberger, June 13, in the Cedar
Grove Brethren in Christ Church, with Rev.
Eugene Heidler officiating.
Mabee-Wilson: Susan, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Donald Wilson and Scott, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Donald Mabee, May 16, in the Houghton
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John R.
Sider officiating.
Newmyer-Buckwalter: Edward Newmyer and
Lydia Hostetler Buckwalter, June 7, at the home
of the bride's son, Rev. Paul Hostetler, who performed the ceremony.
Sauder-Reinhart: Sandra, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ross Reinhart, Willow Street, Pa., and
Keith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Sauder, Manheim, Pa., May 16, at Doubling Gap Center,
Newville, Pa., with Rev. John L. Bundy officiating.
Weiand-Purchase: Ruth Ann, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Richard Purchase, and Gene Robert,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Weiand, May 30, in
the Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Eugene Heidler officiating.

Obituaries

Abrell: Ottis Abrell, Columbia, Ky., born May
17, 1917 died March 26, 1981. He was the son of
Thompson and Edna Shepherd Abrell. He is survived by his wife, Maxine; three daughters:
Imogene McQueary, Ora Lee Collins, and Barbara Lynn Wilson; four sons: J. T., Charlie, William, and Larry; a sister; 14 grandchildren; and a
great-grandchild. He was a member of the Millerfields Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral
service was conducted by Revs. Elam Dohnerand
Edgar Giles. Interment was in the Tartar Cemetery.
Barnard: John C. Barnard, Hershey, Pa., born
Aug. 19, 1904, died Dec. 23, 1980. He was married
to Esther Barnard who survives. Also surviving
are a son, John C., Jr.; two daughters: Betty M.
Peck and Beverly Clark; a sister; 9 grandchildren;
and 6 great-grandchildren. He was a member of
the Palmyra Brethren in Christ Church where the

funeral service was conducted by Revs. J. Robert
Lehman and Ethan M. Gramm. Interment was in
the Hershey Cemetery.
Bohen: Mrs. Martha M. Bohen, formerly of
Mifflintown, Pa., born April 20, 1888 in Hope,
Ks.,died May 29, 1981 in the Nipple Convalescent
Home, Thompsontown, Pa. She was the daughter
of Adam and Fannie Mellinger Book. She was
married to Walter E. Bohen who preceded her in
death. She is survived by five daughters: Mrs.
Gladys Sider, Mrs. Elizabeth Eckman, Mrs. Harriet Bert, Mrs. Naomi Heer, and Mrs. Mary
Stoner; a son. Evan; a sister; a half-sister; a halfbrother; 14 grandchildren; and 22 great-grandchildren. The funeral service was conducted in the
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church by Rev.
Eugene Heidler. Interment was in the Cedar Hill
Cemetery.
McCalmon: Ronald G. McCalmon, Paddockwood, Sask., born Aug. 19, 1925, died June I,
1981. He was the son of Earl and Norma McCalmon. He is survived by four brothers: Albert,
Hugh, Gerald, and Glen; four sisters: Mrs. Watson Jones, Mrs. Ray Climenhaga, Mrs. John
Hoover, and Mrs. William Kalyn; and several
nieces and nephews. Rev. D. Maurice Moore conducted the funeral service in the River Park
Chapel, Prince Albert. Interment was in the South
Hill Cemetery.
Noland: Emma Rhoades Noland, Englewood,
Oh., died May 15, 1981, at the age of 89. She was
married to Elwood Noland who preceded her in
death. She is survived by seven daughters: Mrs.
Darold Lutz, Mrs. Norma Cress. Mrs. Orpha
Humphrey, Mrs. Florabelle Sanders, Mrs. Mary
Hoagland, Mrs. DonnaSilknitterand Mrs. Ramona Walck; 23 grandchildren; 35 great-grandchildren; and 2 great-great grandchildren. A son preceded her in death. She was a member of the
Fairview Brethren in Christ Church where the
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Henry N.
Miller. Interment was in the Fairview Cemetery.
Rosenberger: Norman Landis Rosenberger,
born March 29, 1905, in Souderton, Pa., died June
3, 1981. He was the son of Henry F. and Jenny
Landis Rosenberger. He was married to Naomi
Keller who survives. Also surviving are three sons:
John Henry, Norman David, and Daniel Jay; a
daughter, Ruth Elizabeth; a daughter-in-law; two
grandchildren; six sisters; and three step-brothers.
He accepted the Lord at the age of 16 and became
a member of the Brethren in Christ Church. The
funeral service was conducted in the Dallas Center
Brethren in Christ Church with Revs. Norman
Channel, Millard Haldeman, and Leslie Black
officiating. Interment was in the Brethren
Cemetery.
Yoder: Mrs. Mary Yoder, Belleville, Pa., born
Feb. 23, 1911, died May 29, 1981. She was married
to Abe S. Yoder Jr., who survives. She is also
survived by three stepsons: Allen Jr., Titus A., and
Roy S.; a brother; six sisters; and six grandchildren. She was a member of the Big Valley
Brethren in Christ Church where she taught Sunday school class for 12 years and was one of the
first deaconesses. She also served as a missionary
in Israel and helped establish two Brethren in
Christ churches in New York City. The funeral
service was conducted in the Big Valley Brethren
in Christ Church by Revs. John L. Rosenberry,
Roger Witter, and Jacob Bowers. Interment was
in the Locust Grove Cemetery.
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Through the eyes of youth

"Life in School"

"Life in Church"

by Beth Rohrbaugh

by Mark Stevick

As a Christian young person, I find school exciting and
challenging. Exciting because every day there are new ideas
and information to learn. Challenging because there's always
a never-ending supply of tests in math analysis, physics,
Spanish, etc.—tests that 1 have to pass.
I've attended public schools all my life and so I've been in
close contact with non-Christians every day of my learning
experience. There's no doubt that this has affected me; I think
it has helped me grow as a Christian because every day I see
people whose values conflict with my own. This affects me
two ways. The first way is that it makes me think about my
values and question where they came from and why they are
important. Are they really what / believe or what / think?
After I think about my own values, then I try to understand
others. Why do they have the values they do? The second way
I am affected is that after I evaluate and try to understand
others, I am convinced that the values I have as a Christian
are the ones I really want and that the other values are
definitely ones I don't want. Many times seeing these nonChristian beliefs leads to an eventual strengthening of my
own faith.
Not only do my peers affect my Christian faith at school,
but my commitment affects them. At school I don't try to
force my values on my friends because that sometimes turns
people off. Instead, I try to live my life as an example to them
and to let them see that there is a difference between me and
the non-Christian. I don't try to portray Christianity as an
easy way of life because it's not always easy. I try to portray it
as a belief in Christ and a way of life in Christ. I like to let
people know that I'm happy because of my Christian faith
and that they too can have the same happiness.

There are three questions I'd like to answer: What should
the church attempt to offer the youth? Is this church offering
this? What does the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church
mean to me personally?
I feel the church and its people should show us that Jesus'
lifestyle is a viable way by which we can live. The church
should also guide the youth in our quest to find God's will for
our lives. I think also that the members of the church should
demonstrate Jesus' presence in their lives. I feel this is important because without seeing God in people's lives and Jesus in
their actions, it is a lot harder for me to put my faith and trust
in Jesus. When people fail to demonstrate the presence of
Jesus, I become judgmental toward what seems to me to be
hypocrisy.
I realize that this church means even more to me. It offers
the message of Jesus, his will, his plan of salvation, and
guidance. I have found this church to be a type of refuge.
Here I can forget about school for awhile. I can get away
from my occasionally loud-mouthed brothers and parents.
Here 1 can find a refreshing quiet atmosphere. During a
church service I can listen to the choir and organ. I can go
down to the basement and play the piano, study quiz in
lounge, or shoot baskets outside. Best of all, I can be with my
friends. My friends are people like me who are all learning to
be better Christians. We all have our individual traits and
preferences, but inside we all share a common love for each
other and for Christ. That's really what life in the church is all
about.

Beth is a graduate of Hemp field High School, Lancaster, and
will attend Messiah College as a nursing major. She was an
honor roll student in high school and participated in all kinds
of sports.

Mark is a senior at Manheim Township High School, Manhe im. He is active in Bible quizzing at the Lancaster Church,
has lettered in soccer, and has an extensive collection of old
baseball cards.

[For Youth Sunday 1981, four young people prepared short
talks which they presented to their congregation, the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church. They each spoke on different
aspects of the theme, "Through the Eyes of Youth." Excerpts
from their talks are reprinted here.]

"Life in the Home"

"Life in the World

by Kristel Miller

by Hobie Crystle

I was asked to speak on the teenager's view of life in the
home. Probably some of you who have or have had teenagers
in your household are wondering how teenagers ever have the
time to formulate an opinion about family life because sometimes it seems like they're never there.
I think many teens are confused about their feelings
toward the home. On the one hand, the home offers comfort
and reassurance, but on the other hand, it's a place of tension
where we struggle to gain our independence. The home is
often a place of refuge from peer pressures at school or from
fears of the impending future. Teens often have questions
about college, dating, marriage, etc. that they can kind of
escape when they're at home. Parental input here is, however,
often a source of tension when we're seeking our freedoms
and our rights. But I think that as teens we sometimes forget
that when we seek these freedoms and rights we have extra
responsibilities that go with them.
Teenagers also look to the home to fulfill certain needs. In
general, teens want rights and freedoms, but they also want a
firm hand and guidelines from their parents. Teens also need
a Christian background. The most important thing is to
know that they have the love and respect of the family unit.
We teenagers also must respect our parents for bearing our
burdens with us. Sometimes we think we're in it all alone
when we're at school—nobody seems to care. When we go to
church sometimes we have to put on a face and pretend to be
happy, but in the home our parents bear our struggles with
us.
Two things that we forget to say but mean from the bottom
of our hearts are, "Thank you for the caring and for the time,"
and "I love you because you are there when I need you."

Jesus certainly knew the world. He repeatedly warned us of
the evils which the world has to offer. There are many verses
which reaffirm that Christianity and the world are not synonymous or even harmonious. We do not live in a Christian
world. We do not even live in a Christian country, state or
county. There are certainly Christians in the world, but on the
whole the world is just one big marketplace waiting for Christ
to overturn its tables.
What we want to know then is how we are going to go
about living as Christians and functioning in the world. The
answer is to accept and follow as closely to Christ as possible.
Because we believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God,
we can take it as a direct guide for living in the world. Sounds
pretty simple, doesn't it? Well, as I see it, that's probably the
biggest downfall of Christianity. Its simplicity in the complicated world in which we live today makes us take Christianity
for granted.
There really isn't any difference, I think, in the way that
youth look at the world compared to the way older people
look at it. We shouldn't believe that because we've come from
different time periods or were born in different years, we
should look at things so differently. We all have the same
obligations to God and we all have the same reward. Living in
the world today is a difficult thing to do if one is at all
committed to being a Christian. The best way to be a productive Christian is to use the Bible as a guide to solve problems
and to answer questions. What this means is reading the Bible
regularly so when we encounter a problem we will be familiar
enough with the Bible to look for the solution.

Kristel is also a graduate of Hempfield High School, and will
attend Elizabethtown College, majoring in computer science
and accounting. She participated in various high school
music activities, and won two scholarships to Elizabethtown
College.

Hobie graduated from McCaskey High School in Lancaster
and will attend Wesley an University this fall While in high
school he participated in speech, debate andjournalism activities, winning several awards. He was a National Merit
Scholar and was a 1980 delegate to the Pennsylvania Governor's School for Creative Arts.

Dale W. Engle
Ordination
An appreciation fellowship was held on the lawn of the Grantham (PA) Church on
Sunday morning, May 24, in honor of their senior pastor and family, Rev. and Mrs.
Robert Ives (center) and children Karen, Brian and Jeff. The event marked ten years of
service for the Ives family to the Grantham congregation.
In an April pastoral vote, the congregation invited Dr. Ives to continue as pastor for
an additional five-year term.
Many members of the congregation took the opportunity to express their appreciation to Dr. Ives and his family for their service, with a number affirming his special gift
in the preaching ministry.

Church News
Allegheny Conference

Howard and Pearl Wolgemuth shared with the
Big Valley congregation on Wednesday. July I,
about their recent visit to Cuba. The Wolgemuths
were formerly missionaries in Cuba. • Four persons were accepted into the Chambersburg Church
on Sunday, June 14. Rev. Michael Knowles was
installed as associate pastor on June 28.
The Fairview congregation reports three persons were baptized on June 6. A back-yard Bible
school was held June 8-12 at the parsonage. • Six
children were dedicated by their parents in the
Waynesboro Church on Sunday, May 31.

Atlantic Conference

Special speaker for the recent Conoy MotherDaughter Banquet was Evamae Crist, author of

Take This House. Mrs. Crist has been listed in the

Task Force Resources by MCC. The men of the
congregation served the banquet which was well
attended. • On Sunday, June 14. eleven persons
were received into membership by the Cross
Roads congregation.
The Grantham congregation received 9 persons
into fellowship on Sunday, June 14. Four persons
were also baptized at the conclusion of the service.
• The Mastersonville congregation reports receiving two persons into membership recently. The
Christ's Crusaders sponsored the film, "Hi, I'm
Ann."
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Canadian Conference

The River Brethren from Niagara Christian
College presented special music for the Bridlewood congregation in the Sunday morning worship service on May 24. • Special guests of the
Houghton congregation on Sunday morning,
June 7, were Samuel and Erma Jean Bert, missionaries to Zambia.

Central Conference

The Bethel congregation held a Children's Day
program on Sunday, June 14. A baptismal service
was also held in the evening service. • "Spouse
Abuse" was the topic discussed in the Nappanee
Church on Sunday evening, June 21. Representatives from the Elkhart County Women's Shelter
Task Force were present for the service. A film on
the subject was also shown.
A special program on Camp Lakeview was
presented to the Union Grove congregation on
Sunday, June 7, by Paul Sides.
The Lakeview Community Church in Goodrich, Ml, dedicated their enlarged facilities on
May 3. Construction included a new sanctuary
seating 325, church office, pastor's study, and a
parlor/reference materials room. In addition, the
original sanctuary was remodeled into a Christian
education/ fellowship hall. John Hock chaired the

Sunday, May 17 was the Ordination
Service for Dale W. Engle, in the Manor
Brethren in Christ Church where he
serves as the assistant pastor. Bishop
John A. Byers presided at the service
and Dr. Owen Alderfer delivered the
sermon. Also participating in the service
were Rev. Kenneth Letner, Rev. John
Hawbaker and Emerson Frey.
Dale accepted Christ into his life
while in grade school and felt the Lord's
call into full time Christian service at
summer camp following his high school
graduation. He graduated from Messiah College in 1972 and Ashland Theological Seminary in 1976.
He is married to the former Margaret
Menges and they are the parents of a son
and two daughters.
building committee, with Eldon Huntoon serving
as construction supervisor. Bishop David Climenhaga brought the dedicatory sermon. The pastor is
Bob Verno.

Midwest Conference

On Sunday, July 5, the Allen Buckwalters, missionaries to India, shared in the Rosebank congregation, Ks. • Several fathers shared in the morning
worship service of the Zion congregation on Sunday, June 21.

Pacific Conference

Sunday, June 14, was graduation day for the
Alta Loma congregation. In the morning service
the Sunday school classes were recognized and in
the evening service a graduation service was held
for the Preschool with the film "Humpty" being
shown. • Special guests of the Labish congregation recently were Rev. and Mrs. Charles Norman,
pastoral couple of the Wichita Church. Mrs.
Norman brought special music and Rev. Norman
shared from the Word.
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EDITORIAL

The Quest for the Perfect Pastor
"We want people across the brotherhood to know we
love our pastor."
That was the first sentence in a report from the Grantham congregation, telling of their recent pastoral vote
and subsequent fellowship time for Pastor and Mrs. Ives.
(See the photo and caption on page 14.) The report went
on to note the congregation's special appreciation for
Bob's pulpit ministry.
Reading that article triggered memories of the various
pastors with whom I've been privileged to work during
the 21 years I've been a Christian. In that period, I've
been a member of five Brethren in Christ congregations
(each in a different regional conference) and have been
"pastored" by ten different Brethren in Christ pastors.
(And during graduate school days, we attended two
non-Brethren in Christ congregations.)
Two of those ten pastors impressed me with their
sermons, both the quality of content and the style of
delivery. Two others were great in contacting new persons who were not yet members of the fellowship. One
had a gift for developing good interpersonal relationships within the congregation. Still another had a knack
for mobilizing people for ministry, helping each person
find a place on the team.
But not one of those ten pastors was the "perfect
pastor"—that is, if one were to judge by the comments
made by various of their parishioners. One pastor, who
spent much time and energy in helping people discover
and use their spiritual gifts, was deemed only a fair
sermonizer by some. Another, gifted in oratory, was
quite poor in administrative technique and seemed to be
always at cross-purposes with his church board. One
pastor was criticized for spending too much time running
all over the community, visiting people who were not
members of the church; several others were chided for
not visiting enough.
In my estimation, each of the ten pastors was
genuinely dedicated and hardworking, seeking to utilize
his talents to glorify the Lord and to build up the church.
Often, however, a gulf began to develop between the
expectations of the congregation and the abilities and
interests of the pastor. Sometimes this was faced candidly by pastor and congregation, and without too much
trauma the decision was reached that a pastoral change
was indicated. Other times, communication broke down
and change became very painful.
We would do well, in my opinion, to rather carefully
identify the expectations of the congregation and the
interests and abilities of the pastor not only in the initial
placement procedures, but at regular intervals throughout a pastor's tenure. A good pastor will be a growing,
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changing individual. And the composition and needs of a
congregation will also likely change over a period of
years. If this be true, it would seem very appropriate to
routinely verbalize both the congregation's and pastor's
expectations of the other, and then analyze them to see if
they are realistic and compatible. Such a process may call
for some negotiation and compromise and would not
necessarily result in a pastoral change. But it certainly
should help to minimize pent-up frustrations and misunderstanding on the part of both congregation and
pastor.
On page 3, Bishop Don Shafer outlines a concept of
pastoral leadership which is New Testament in concept,
one which might help to avoid some of the unrealistic
demands often placed on pastors to do "all things" in the
congregation.
Don's article presages a series projected for later this
year focusing on the congregation's ministry in the local
community. Among the topics to be explored in the
series will be the role of the pastor and the role of lay
members in the local church's witness and service ministry. A cross-section of church members will share their
perspectives, as well as congregational and denominational leaders. Visitor readers may wish to begin gathering their thoughts on the subject; a later issue will suggest
how you can share in the discussion.
I was headed for the door after the Sunday morning
sermon, thinking, "Well, that certainly wasn't a prize
winner." Then I heard someone ahead of me say to the
pastor, "That was just what I needed today," with
obvious emotion in the voice. And 1 resolved to be a bit
more charitable and humble in my evaluation of what
constitutes an effective sermon.
That does not mean, however, that one should suspend all evaluation and/ or criticism. Pastors, like all the
rest of us, are fallible (see page 4) and need to hear the
truth spoken in love—but in direct dialogue, not through
malicious gossip spread via the congregational grapevine.
A question to close a column and start an argument:
Does the statement, "My pastor isn't feeding me," say
more about the preacher . . . or more about the person
complaining?
G
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The 1982 General Conference of the
Brethren in Christ Church will convene
at Azusa Pacific College on Saturday,
July 3, with the first business session at 1
p.m. (earlier than before). The final session is scheduled to end at noon on
Thursday, July 8. Because of the need
for long range planning, some additional advance information follows.
Housing: Two single beds in each
room, all on the Azusa campus . . . .
$6.00 per person per night in meal/ room
package plan . . . . $8.50 per person per
night if not in package plan
children
on floor in parents' room, no charge....
beds for children 5-8, $3.50 in package
plan, $5.00 otherwise . . . . children and
youth from age 9 through college (with
I. D.), $5.00 per person per night whether
in meal/room package plan or not . . .
linens provided for all beds.
Five hundred beds available after
they are taken, additional beds available
at La Verne University (15 minutes away)
at approximately $9.00 per night (with
linens).... commuter service provided.
A limited amount of housing will be
available before and/or after General
Conference at the same rates . . . . you
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Information for 1982
General Conference
may need to move to another room.
Camping: Provision is being made on
campus for campers . . . . no hookups
. . . . within easy walking distance of
residence hall bathrooms . . . . names
and rates of area campsites given later.
Meals: The meal ticket package is
$ 10.00 per day children 4 and under,
no charge, children 5-8, $5.00 per day,
9-up, $10.00 per day . . . . individual
tickets, breakfast $3.00, lunch $4.00,
and dinner $5.00
children 5-8, half
these rates . . . . 9-up, full rates. Individual items may be picked up and paid for
at the cash register. The college also has
a small snack bar.
Registration Fee: The registration fee
for all people 18 years old and over
attending the Conference, both Confer-

Many congregations continue
the implementation of the 1980
General Conference theme. Representative ways reported to the
General Conference Program
Committee include the following:

—pastors have preached messages dealing with the principle of
the inward outward bound journey
—pertinent articles from the Evangelical Visitor have formed a
basis for discussion groups
—new steps have been taken to reach out to neighbors through
visitation and meeting of needs
—increased emphasis on Bible reading, missions and prayer
—trained persons to share the plan of salvation
—small groups initiated
—survey to identify community needs
—a pastor's message in the congregation's 1981 YEARBOOK
focused on "Inward Outward Bound"
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ence members and non-conference
members, will be $15.00. The per day
rate will be $4.00.
Child Care: The Board of Christian
Education will have activities for children, ages 4-12, from the beginning of
the morning sessions until noon, Monday through Thursday. Child care for
children under 4 will be provided during
the morning sessions, Monday through
Thursday, and for all children through
age 8 during the afternoon and evening
sessions, from Saturday through Wednesday. When evening sessions run late,
parents will need to pick up their children.
The rates will be approximately $ 1.00
per child per session, a total of $3.00 per
day. Congregations who send both parents of young children as delegates
should give careful consideration to the
cost and inconveniences of the above; it
is not easy for such parents to fit into the
drop-off and pick-up schedules, especially when sessions run late.
Chartered Bus: If there is interest, a
bus will be chartered leaving on Sunday,
June 27, and arriving back in Pennsylvania on Tuesday, July 13. The cost
would be about $275.00, not including
meals and lodging. If there is interest, a
longer return trip could be planned,
arriving back in Pennsylvania on Saturday, July 17. Detailed information will
be forthcoming early in 1982.
Information in full detail will appear
as a 4-page insert in the EVANGELICAL VISITOR soon after Christmas.
Please do not attempt to register before
that time. However, groups or persons
wishing to reserve meeting rooms and / or
facilities on the Azusa campus during
the 1982 Conference, may contact the
Convention Director at any time. Write
to Paul Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027,
or call (717) 766-2621.
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